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any rate to get an advantage from it corresponding to that
which Russia had derived from our assistance. A little
more self-respect and confidence in our own power would
have led to the recognition at St. Petersburg of our claims
to reciprocity, the rather that in 1830, after the July revo-
lution, Prussia, in spite of its cumbrous Landwehr system,
was, in face of this astonishing event, for at least a year
unquestionably the strongest military state in Europe, per-
haps the only one that was ready to strike a blow. How
greatly military preparations had been neglected during
fifteen years of peace, not only in Austria but in Russia
(with the sole exception perhaps of the Imperial Guard
and the Grand Duke Constantine's Polish army), was
proved by the weakness and dilatoriness of the prepara-
tions made by the mighty Russian Empire against the
little kingdom of Warsaw.

Similar conditions prevailed at that time in the
* French, and still more in the Austrian army. After the
July revolution Austria took more than a year to repair
the damage done to the organisation of her army, suffi-
ciently to enable her to protect her Italian interests.
Austrian policy under Metternich was skilful enough to
postpone any decision of the three great Eastern Powers
until she herself should feel prepared to put in her word.
It was only in Prussia that the military machine, cum-
brous as it was, operated with precision; and had Prus-
sian policy been able to form its own decisions, it would
have had strength enough to prejudice according to its
own discretion the situation of 1830 in Germany and the
Netherlands. But an independent Prussian policy did not
even exist in the period between 1806 and the 'forties; our

policy was made alternately in Vienna and St. Petersburg,
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